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 Western societies have retained deep roots and connections to Christian ways of 
thinking (e.g., about morality, sexuality, and work) and ways of living - while simul-
taneously claiming that they are now secular and have thrown off the Christian past. 
Non-Christians are simultaneously expected to arrange their lives in accordance with 
these ways of thinking and living, and given the message that they are neutral – not 
open to negotiation, objection or resistance. This results in the seemingly never-end-
ing struggles over religious expression in the West. Secularism therefore is not a work 
in progress, but a false claim of neutrality to mask a hardening ideology. 

Professor Gow focuses on popular religion and culture in late medieval and early mod-
ern Europe. Recently projects include a study of imaginary peoples, places, and things 
on world maps (mappaemundi) from 1200-1700. Investigating the belief in the cura-
tive and healing powers of blood; and vernacular Bible translation and exegesis before 
Luther in medieval medicine, Roman beliefs and ancient Greek records.
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The University of Victoria’s Public Lecture Series features the words and work of distinguished men and women, across a 
vast array of academic and research endeavours. As host of this lecture series, UVic continues its mission of enriching the 
human mind and heart.
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Persons with a disability requiring accommodation for this lecture should call 250-472-4947 at least 
48 hours in advance. 
For more information about this lecture phone 250-721-6271 or visit csrs.uvic.ca/events/.

Travel Green: UVic is accessible by many modes of sustainable transportation including regional transit, 
cycling, walking, and taxi. Should you choose to drive, pay parking is in effect for a $2.50 evening rate.
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